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A 
LET I E R 
FROM THE 
Facetious Dr. T RIPE, &c. 


Right Venerable, 


T HAT Aggregate Philoſopher, Mr. 
Iſaac Bickerſtaff, of moſt memora- 
ble Conntenance, does, I remember, 
n ſeveral of his Moral Aphoriſms, make ve- 
y honourable Mention of himſelf, for ſuch 


»f his Eſſays, as were levelled at the general 
Zenefit of Mankind ; and, upon this Head, 


loes fairly give himſelf the Preſerence to 
Uthe Learned, his Conte mporaries, from 


Ir. ,t himſelf, even down to Poet 
Cr——ſpe ot the Cuſtom- Houſe. 
This, with due Reſpect to his Memory, 


avours ſomewhat more of Self. love, than 
ou'd be well expected from ſo unbyaſe'd a 


'hiloſopher : For I can ſee no Reaſon, nor 
o I believe he himſelf cou'd, why the 
laborate Productions of thoſe who ſweat 
ard to reſcue the laudable Actions of the 
own, or Corporation, where they either 
'cre born, ot of which they were [nhabt» 
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tantt, from the Jaws of Oblivion, and | 
tranſmit them with Decency to Poſterity 
ſnau'd not delcrve, at leaſt, an equal En- 
mium. 1 5 

Upon this Corſideration I have, with 
unwearied Application, and no ſmall Ex- 
pence in Coffee and Tobacco, petuſed all 
the Neotegraphical Tracts as well Foreign as 
Domeſtick, lately publiſhed by thoſe pain- 
ful and accurate Penmen, the Ner- 
toriters, as the Vulgar term them, that 
I might throughly inform my ſelf, what 
Account they gave the World, of the 
Magaificent Reception, which. the Ia- 
habitants of this Ancient and Noble 
City of zath, gave to the invaluable 
Preſent, which you did them the Honour 
lately to make them; And fee whether 
they handled fo important a Point, with 
that Nixety of Truth, and Majeſty of 
Stile, that the Hiſtory of ſo ſolemn a Ce- 
remony required. But, to my great A- 
ſtoniſhment, and much greater Concern, I | «< , 
found em all, (to their Diſcredit be it | «;; 
ſpoken) as Silent upon the Matter, as if( «7 
ſuch a Thing had never been, in rerum h 
Natura; or at leaft, had happen'd in the } t 
dark Days of Popery and Ignorance. t *z 
is true, it is hard to condemn fo Nu- | *þh 
mercus and ſo eminent a Body of Learned 
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| Men, in ſome whereof, 


rable Perſon, 


Zens, 
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tis poſſible, it 
might be unptemeditated Omiſlion: But in 
Others, eſpecially thoſe of our owa Ifland, I 
cannot foi bear thinking ir was downright 
Spleen and Envy: And (God forgive me} I 
have a ſtrong Suſpicion » that my very goed 


Friend, the indefatigable and judicious Mr. 


Abel, whom I look upon to be the-Prefident 
of all the Hebdomadal Writers of hi Cen- 


tury, has a great deal to anſwer on this 


Head. In Love therefore to the Town of 


Bath, to which I have the Honour of being 
Phyſician in Ordinary: And, ou: of my 
mot profound Reſpett, Sir, for your Vene- 
(whoſe unparallePd Bounty, 
I would gladly ſee perpetuated to all ſuc. 
ceeding Ages) I have diligently conſulted 
Our Publick Records, and -with utmoſt 


Fidelity tranſcribed from thens the tollo:, wing 


Copy. 

© Sometime about the 3 8 
End of October, Anno 12 Ręginæ Regift. dun. 
* Anne. As Mr. Mayor, Mr. Re. f , 
© corder,the Facetious Dr. Andrew 36. 
© Tripe, (meaning your moſt 
* humble Servant) Mr. Lenitzve the Apo- 
F thecary, and ſeveral other worthy Cici- 
were, one Afternoon at the Coffee- 
f houſe gravely diſcourſing of Politicks, and 


A 3 © were 
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© were inſenſibly fallen into a Polemical 


Argument, upon this intricate and im- 


c portant Queſtion, Whether, in caſe the 


* Pope of Rome ſbou d have à Fancy to alter | he 


© his State, and take unto him aWife, An 
Act of Parliament uu d be either, a neceſ- 


* ſary, or a Sufficient Warrant for bis ſo 


cted from a Company of ſuch bright Men, |. 


© doing? While the Point was diſcuſs'd 
© with that Solidity of Learning, and Ma- 
* tutity of Thought, that cou'd be expe- 


© eſpecially upon ſo tickliſh a Subject, who 
© ſhou'd come in, but Mr. Iſaac Bickerſtaff, 
© Intelligencer General of the Town, by 
© whoſe earneſt Looks, and violent Pant- 
ing for Breath, they ſoon perceived, that 
© he was big with ſome Occurrence of Mo- 
ment, of which he wanted to be imme- 
© diately delivered. EOS 


But. before I proceed any further in this, 


great Undertakiag, I find my ſelf oblig'd, 
Moſt Learned Sage, by the Rules of Method, 
to make a ſmall Digreſſion, in ordertogive 
you a curſory Deſcription of the Perſon, 
Parts, and Profeſſion of Mr. Iſaac Bricker- 
ftaff,, becauſe I conceive it to be a Preli- 
minaty abſolutely requiſite towards the right 
Underſtanding of this great Hiſtory, and 
becauſe without ſuch Digreſſion (according 


emical 
d im- 
aſe the 
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| to Agreement with my Bookſeller) this my 


Letter would not make ſo conſiderable a Fi. 


gure as to teach the Price of & Pence, which 


o alter however, as it is Inter nos, I deſite my te- 
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| vock in the Glandula Pincalis. 


main a Secret between me and may Reader, 
Mr. Iſaac, you muſt know, Sir, is much 


about your own Age andSizs,and, if I mzy 


credit thoſe who pretend to know you, not 


unlike you in the Face, He is of a Sargr. 


nine Complexion, not without ſome viſible 
Indications of ſuffering much by the Ob. 
ſtructions in the Hippocondria, from whence 
heavy and Caliginous Fumes continually 
aſcending to the Region of his Head, do 


, powerfully invade the Territory of his 


Brain, where, meeting with little Reſiſtance, 
through the too much Natural Imbecilli- 
ty of the Part, they make a moſt ſad Ha- 
This ten- 
ders him anxious all the While he is a- 
wake, diſturbs him when aſleep, and makes 
him dream of nothing elſe but Chains, 
Gallies, Gibbets, Raw. heads and GN. 
bones, by the terrifying Relation of which, 
he often frightens many of the Children of 
Her Majeſty's good Subjects from their 
Bread and Butte. Rog 
| He has uaturally a downcalt foreboding 
Aſpect, which, they of the Country here- 
1 
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abouts, call a Hanging Look, and an unſcemly 
Manner of Staring, with his Mouth wide 
open, and Under. Lip propending, eſpecially 


when any ways dilturb'd; which is a vehe- . 


ment Diagneſis, that there is a great Re- 
laxation in the Optick- Nerves, by which 
their Communication with the Pia Mater 
is become unactive, and the Poignancy of 
the Iatellects render'd Obtule. 


He takes a great Deal of Pains to per- 


ſwade his Neighbouts, that he has a very 


ſhort Face, and alittle flat Noſe, like a di- 


minitive Wart, in the middle of his Viſage, 
becauſe he was told once by a Dutch For- 


tune-Teller, that high hook'd Noſes were 


yery ominous, and denoted Cowardice, 
whereas that other Simmetry was an in- 
fallible Indication of Choler predominanr, 
which he hopes, may upon Occaſion ſup- 
ply his Natural Want of Courage. 


His Eyes are large and prominent, too 


big of all Conſcience, for the Concei- 


ted Narrowneſs of his Phiz, and have 


been for ſome Years very Subjeck to 
an Infirmity, which We Doctors call the 


Gutta Serena; and though he has been 


often told of the wonderful Cures lately 
xerform'd by the Famous Opthalmif# Dr. 
3 all over the Kingdom, he will 

not 
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(97 
not be perſwaded to make uſe of him, 
but calls him Quack, at the ſame Time, 
that he knows tull well, that the honeſt 
Doctor is allow'd by the College to practice, 
after a moſt rigorous Examination. 

His Back, tho' not very broad, is well 
turn'd, and will bear a great deal: I have 
ſeen him my ſelf, more than once, carry a 
vaſt Load of Timber. His Legs alſo ate to- 
lerably ſubſtantial, and can Stride very wide 
upon Occaſion , but the beſt Thing about 
him is a handſome Pair of Heels, which 
he takes ſpecial Pride to ſhew, not only 
to his Friends, but even to the very worlt 
of his Enemies. 

As to his Parts, he ſets up for a Virtuoſo, 
a Philoſopher, and what not! Anddoesnot 
only believe it himſelf, but has perſwaded 
others too, that he has a Monſtrous Wit: 
One Day, he gave Bills about for Folks to 
come and ſee it, but unadviſedly demand- 
ing Two Pence @ Piece, he was hiſs'd, and 
hooted at, in a mot unbece ming Manner: 
This made him afterwards be ſomewhat 
Cautious, how he ventured abroad with 
it; And it is obſerved that, almoſt ever 


ſince, all bis Diſcourſes have been gravely 


dull, without the leaſt larding of I it. 
Not- 
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| maſter, upon Occaſion, a Power of pret- 
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Notwithſtaading this, Men of as pro- 
found Parts as himſelf do really allow that 
he has not only a Genius naturally adapted 
to Schemes and Projects, but was actually 
the Firſt Iaventer of Certain ſurpriſing 
Paper--- Machines, which, by only looking 
upon 'em, make People almoſt as wiſe 
as they were before, to the great Wonder 
and Satisfaction of all the Beholders. It 
was he alſo, that firſt diſcovered that the 
Chin of Man was a Muſical Inſtrument, 
and taught Boys how to play upon it; 
a Harmony indeed altogether unknown to 


Antiquity. And I am credibly inform'd, 


that he has now almoſt brought to Perfe- 


ction a Syſtem, for fixing the Moveable 


Feaſts, after ſo wonderful a Manner, that 
from this preſent Year One Thouſand Seven 


Hundred and Thirteen, to the Year Seventeen 


Thouſand and Twenty Four, incluſive, Eaſter 
Day may always fall on a Sunday; which 
muſt needs be, of vaſt Uſe towards recon- 
ciling the ill naturd Difference ſo long 
maintain'd betwixt the Julian and Gregori- 
an Account. | 

He has moreoyer an exquiſite Faculty 
in finding out the Harmony of Monaſilla- 
bles, by the help of which, he can eaſily 


ty 
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fy Sounding Words, ſignifying Nothing: 


his he calls his Art of Lerology, that is, 
of ſaying a great Deal to lictle Purpoſe, 
and deſigns it for a perpetual Fund to pay 
his Debts with, 5 88 | 
It is reported by ſome, that he has at- 
tain'd the Menſtruum of Hermes; and can 
make the baſeſt of Dulch. Coin, pals for 
true Sterling. Others will have it, that 
he Dreams with kis Eyes open; can 
diſſolve Ice by the help of Fire, and tell 
Roys by looking in their Faces, if their 
Noſes ſtand awry; for which he has been 
reputed a Necromancer. But his Maſter-Ta- 
lent lies in picking up, and retailing of 
T hreadbare Stories: And it is to his won- 
derſul Sagacity herein, that we of this 
Town owe the firſt Hints of the Death of 
that worſhipful Knight, Sir Roger de Co- 


very. Put there is a dreadful Misfortune 


attends him, that as he ſeldom ſpeaks 
Truth, ſo he is ſeldom or never beliey'd ; 
and as he not only will invent moſt anmer- 
ciſul Relations of Matters here and there 


tranſacted, fo he has another Property, that 


for the Heart's Blood of him, he cannot tell 
a Story, as it told him, but let it be never ſo 
often repeated, will be ſure to endeavour 
to adorn it with his own Floutiſhes, and 
. the 
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the gentle Reader is often diſappointed, 
when he thinks himſelf ſure of knowing 
Something; which, whether it proceeds 
from any Leſion, or Defect in the Cere- 
bellum, from a Natural Dulneſs of Appre- 
henſion, or a Deceprio viſus of his Memo- 
ry, will appear one of theſe Days, when 
his Brains come, after a decent Execution, 
to be diſſected at Surgeon's Hall. 

Altho' ſome invidious Perſons have en- 
deavour'd by oblique Hints, to ſuggeſt, 
that he is no Scholar, it is a moſt malicious 
Ia ſinuation; for, to my own Knowledge, 
he went ſometimes to School, when he 
was a Boy; and Ican ſolemaly afficm, that, 
beſides a curious Diſſertation, which he has 
lately publiſh'd upon the Liberty and Pro- 


perty ot the Three great contending Rivals, 


VO, THAT, and WHICH; and the 
entertaining Dialogues betwixt the Watch- 


man and his Gooſe : This very individual 


Mr. Iſaac Bickerflafff has actually in the 
Preſs, a moſt Elaborate Treatiſe, which 
muſt needs be of unconceivable Emolu- 
meat to ſuch of the Inhabitants of this 
Iſland, as can neither read, nor write; 
of which, I am told, the Generality of his 
Subſcribers conſiſt. In this learned Piece, 
*tis ſaid, he has demonſtrated, almoſt Ma- 
themati- 
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thematically, with what Brightneſs and 


Vivacity he can abſtraft Acts of Parlia- 
ment, and, that, to the no little Mortifi- 
cation of ſume Nocturnal Paim. Ta ters a- 
bout the Temple, he has made as gteat a 
Proficiency in the Lat, as ever he did in 
Phyſick or Divinity, or any other Art or 
Science. 

His Elocution is not what ought ti be 
leaft admired : And, bateing that he 11 
very apt ſometimes to miſtake one Thing 
for another, I knows no Man alive will 
talk more of Matters altogether beyond 
his Reach : Whith I take to proceed 


from hence, that having bad kis fir ft 


Education in a Coffee-bouſe, where ſuch 
Bright Men, as You and I did uſually 
reſort, and heard them frequently d:ſ- 
courſe of the Intereſt of England, Ballance, 
of Europe, Exorbitant, Growth of France, 
Danger of Popery, Prerogative of the Crown, 
Rights of the People, Powerof Parliament, 
Magna Charta, Religion, Liberty, Property, 
Commerce, Navigation, and the like, he 
was fo charm d with the Seand, that 
witheut troubling his Head in the lea ft, 
about rhe true Meaning of thofe Terms, 
he got @ reaſonable Quantity of em by 


Heart, which he repeats at Random 
1 


- _— CIS 


— 


— — — 


in all Company: And has in a great 
Meaſure perſwaded himſelf into a Belief, 
that his being ſo often in the Room where 
theſe Gentlemen uſed to talk, is Reaſon 
enough tor him to anderſtand the Mat- 
ter as well as they did. Like Beſſus the 
Centurion, of whom a Certain Author of 
great Antiquity, writes, that he fancied 
himſelf to be unmeaſurably valiant, be- 
cauſe he happen'd once to march along 
with an Army of Fifty Thouſand gallant 
Lacedemonians. Or that other extraordi- 
nary Perſon, I think his name was Rhodo- 
montadoides mention'd ſomewhere by Stra- 
bo, who having but a bare promiſes once 
of ſeeing the Roman Senate in afull Houſe, 
it ſo tickl'd his Fancy, that he already 
believed himſelf wiſe enough ro preſcribe 
Laws to the whole Empire. . 
1 muſt not undertake, O wiſe Man, to 
inform you exactly, what Religion he is 
of; for though he'll ſhake the Parſon of 


the Pariſh familiarly by the hand; make 


him a teverend Bow as he paſſes by, and 
follow him ſometimes to the Church, yet. 
he declares publickly, that he cannot be 


reconcil'd to the Church. Mar dens, for ſut- 


fering the Pulpit to ſtand too high, or te- 
ther for ſuſſering the Pew to ſland by the 
Pulpit. Pro- 
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and that is. his moſt 


| -Profaneneſs and Immorlity are what he 


Cannot juſtly 


be tax d with: For he has a 
diſcreet Woman to his Wife, who keeps a 


very ſtrict Hand over him, and by giving 
| Him now and then due and wholſome 


Correction, makes him live within decent 
Bounds ;: For which, tho' he dares not 


| rhutter aSyllable within her hearing, for 


fear of the Strepado, he rails moſt birterly 
ar Petticoat Government, behind her back ; 
and ſays, it is a burning Shame, that Wo- 


men ſhou'd be ſuffer d to have ſo great a 


Sway, when there are ſo many Good Men 
in Germany. | | 

One thing I had like to have forgot, 
profound Skill in 
the Rules of Motion, eſpecially that Branch 
of it, that relates to Dancing, which he 


deſines, An Epitome of all Humane Lear- 


ning. And Iam told by an Intimate cf 


his, that he has now ready for the Preſs, 


ſeveral curious Eſſays upon the ſeveral 
Parts of that truly Noble, and Compre- 
henſive Science, wherein he proves by Ar- 
guments Phiſical, Muſical and Mathema- 


| 7ical, that Dancing is not only the Primum 


Mobile of all Arts and Sciences; but that 
the Motion of the Sun, Moon, and other 
Celeſtial Bodies, is but a ſort of a Cheſbire 

8 Round, 
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Round, which they dance 
of the Spheres. And moreover, that the 


principal Seat of humane Souls, eſpecially 
thoſe of the fair Sex, is in the Heels, f 
which he gives this as an expetimental 


Demonſtration, that whenever you take a 
Woman faſt hold by them, tis ten to one 
but her Soul is your own; Beſides ſeveral 
other new and valuable Diſcoveries, too 
many to be inſerted here, which I paſs Eu- 
phonie Gratia, to come to his Profeſſion. 

This was lately, what, in ſome Senſe, 
might be term'd Martial; for he was a 
Serjeant in the Militia, and in a fair way 
of mounting in time to the Dignicy of 
Provoſt, but having a natural Averſion to 
that French familiar Way, of hitting one 
another moſt Ungentleman like Blows, too 
frequent amongſt Military Men, he judi- 
Eiouſly laid aſide his Halberd, and is now 
ſaluted by the Name of Doctor. 

I cannot omit inſerting here, that fome 
have induſtriouſſy ſpread a Reparr, that he 
formerly had got His living, as his Father 
had done befure him, by Subverting, and 
New Modelling the Anttent Conſti:u: ion 
of Engliſh Beards in Church and State; 
And was, what we vulgarly call, a Barber, 
from the Latin word Barba, which, ac- 

c __eardu g 


to the Muſid 


[idk 
the 
ially 


s, f 


ental 
ake a 
) one 
veral 
00 
s Eu- 
>ſhon- 
Senſe, 
was a 
ir way 
ty of 
ion to 
1g, one 
ys, too 
e judi- 
is nov 


it fome 
that he 

Fathet 
1g, and 
titu-ion 

State; 
Bar ber, 
che 36 


eotdu g 


| 17) 
cording to ſonie Authors of Note and Anz 
tiquity, ſignifies, you know, that portion. 
of hair, that grows upon humane Faces, 


But I do Bona Hide, look upon this part 


of the ſtory to be altogether Apocriphal. 


As to his preſent Circumſtances, I can 
vouch for him, that he is above all ſuch 
Calumnies, and in a fair way of ſoon ha- 
ving the Whip hand of all the agar gg 
that oppoſe him; For he has not on! 
Proſpect of being Beadle of his Pariſh, if 


the Church- Wardens will but approve of 


his Ele&ion : But has already a Magiſterial 
Recipe, with which he does not doubt, if 
you believe his printed Bills, to cute all 
fuch of our Countrymen, as are troubled. 
with the Heart-burn, and Giumblings in 
the Gizzard, provided, they will but religi- 
ouſly abſtain from mentioning the, two fa- 
tal Words, Nantz, and Bour deaux,; which, 
with immenſe labour and ſtudy, he has 
larely d:\cover'd, to be impregnated with 


an occult Quality highly deſtructive to the 
Enclifb — * 


He trolls to the very Sky his new Me- 
thod of preparing Sreele-Pills, with which 
he propofes i in Time to open all the ob- 


B ſtructed 
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a Narcotick and a Noſtrum : But his Ar- 


canum Magnum is, his Emplaſtrum pro 


Nucha, which, Iam tully ſatisfied, is a 
Specifick Catholicon tor all Diſtempers if 


rightly applyed, and tyed on Secundum 


Artem under the lett Ear. This he has 
ſtudied ex profeſſo tor the preſent eaſe, and 
relief of ſuch ot his Friends as are not 
very well in their Minds; And 1 hope 
they will find the Benefit of it: Iris a 
Noble Preparation of Hemp. ſeed, which 
he holds to be that true Seed of the right 


female Fern, ſo mightily cryed up by Mo- 


dern Philoſophers,. 


All theſe great points thus duly pre- 


mis'd, it is not improbable, but that in 


the Frontis-· piece of a well bound Book, 
You may one of theſe days, meet with 
this Great Man's Hera Effigies, handſome- 
ly cut, and underneath it, his Name 
Jaacus Bickerſtaffius printed at full length, 
with an Anno c lat. &c. and the additio- 


nal Title of Medicus: Which he may very” . 


well do, if what a modern Critick ot 


ſtupendious Etudition obſerves in his 


Annotations upon Horace, be true, that 
the Words Medicus, and Mutlicys were 
. ! | anti- 


ſtructed Spleens of this Nation. This is als 
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| 19 8 
antiently uſurp'd by moſt of the Arabian 
Writers, to ſignify the felt ſame thiog, 
tho' of late Days they are quite of a dif- 
ferent Acceptation. 


| Having thus far, moſt Venerable Sage, 
treſpals'd upon your Fatience, and given 
you ſuccinctiy ſuch Items as were abſolute- 
ly neceſſary, I think my ſelf oblig'd toac- 
quaint you what Opinion ſome Perſons 
have conceived of you and of your late 
Behaviour, and Correſpondence with the 
Inimitable Mt. Bickerſtaff: 


There are, I can aſſure you, who with 
Confidence have reported, That your new 


Acquaintance has debauch'd your Princi-. 


ples, and ſince his declaring himſelf of the 

Profeſſion, he has given you ſome bewitch- 
ing Philter, 6y which be has gain'd an ab- 
ſolute Aſcendant over your Will and Un- 
derftanding, and inftill'd ſuch Notions into 
ou as are altogether Heterodox, Antimonar- 

chical, and untworthy of your Character. It. 
has been ſptead Abroad, that like Sir Sydro- 
phel of old, he bas perſwaded you, that the 
Clouds were enchanted Caſiles, filfd with 
Arms, Ammunitiow, Magick Spells, and 
Sorcerers; and that with Squibs and Crack- 
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ers and Stink- Pots, you have attempted to 
Demoliſh them. I wiſh I cou'd recount 
all the Stories told concerning you; how 
many ridiculous Pamphlets you have wrote; 
what Pranks you have plaid, what Goods 
* you have diſpos'd of, how many Sorts 
| of Strong-Waters you are uſed to drink 
| in twenty four Hours, and who has been 
forc'd to pay the Reckoning ; ; whatDe. 
| liriums you have run into; how youhaye | 
ÞJ aſſerted, that every Man in England is 
| accountable to you, and, as the Repreſen- 
| 


tative of the whole Britiſo Nation, have 
drawn up Memorials concerning Her Ma- 
jeſty's Male Adminiſtration, and in the 
Name of all Her Subjects, demanded Ju- 
ſtice of Her againſt Her ſelf. One Thing, 
Sir, I more particularly remember they ſaid 
of you, and which is Coy poſlible to be 
believ d, that you attempted to make an 
Engliſhman of Teague. It is ſtrange, ſays 
I to ſome Gentlemen who were talking at- 
ter this Manner, how one Man may be mi- 
ſtaken in another; I remember this old 
Man, he was one of my Patients, but little 
did I think he was ſuch a dangerous Perſon 
+ as you have repreſented him; he always 
| | appear'd to me a -natur'd, ſociable, 
| fatetions' Gentleman, and indeed I 2 
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ry where I broke it off in the Begining. 
1 Mr. 


(21). 


him for one of thoſe old Wits, who are 
naturally very coſtive, ſuch as I have often 
met with in the Courſe of my Practice; 
for beſides his being ſubject to a Hula 
and Flux of the Hemorrhoids, the Sphin. 
&er of the Anus was broke with the im- 
moderate Uſe of Juppoſetories, An Ilu. 
moriſt he was indeed, tis true, and ſome- 
what too tenacious of his own Opinion ; 
but ſetting that aſide, I don't know I have 
met with a Man of late Years, which 
ſeem'd tobe more entertaining and inoffen- 
ſive Converſation; eſpecially, ſays I, in 
the back Room at Buttons. 


* Trold chem, how you had ſeen King 


Harry, the laſt of that Name, in Hangiog- 
Sleeves; of your firſt Appearance in the 
Commonwealth of Learning, about March 
laſt; and how at theſe Years you had 


conſecrated your Studies to the Serviceof 


the Ladies: In ſhort, Sir, I conceal'd no- 


thing that would tend to your Advantage, 


or take off the Calumnies that I was con- 
ſcious were the inhoſpitable Endeayours 


of wicked Men to blacken you; and I 


now muſt beg your Leave to proceed re- 
gularly, and to knot the Thread of my Sto- 


_ 


— 
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Mr. Bickerſtaff was ſcarce ſeated, when 

turning kimſelf abruptly to the Company ; 


Gentlemen, ſays be, This is a wonderful Age 


we l:ve in, and a great many moſt ſurpri- 


ſing things are daily to be met with in i-, 


which eſcape the Obſervation of us, that 
are Learned, and ye! are taken Notice of 
by the illiterate People of low Life. Mr. 
Sly, the Attorney, is juſt arrived from Lon- 
don, and has put me in mind of two moſt 
remarkable things, which,ths Thave rid that 
Way above a dozentimes, I never reflected 
on before. The one , that, by exact Cal. 
culation, be has found the Road from Lon- 
don to Bath, to be every whit as long, as 
that from Bath to London. The other, 
that, let the Weather be never ſo uncertain, 
the Weathercock, for the moſt Parti, points 
to that Corner that the Wind blows from. 


A third thing be likewiſe told me, and 
indeed the moſt Material of all; but I made 


fuch haſte to come and acquaint you with it, 


that I vow and profeſs, I have quite forgot 


what it was : And yet, if my Memory does 


not fail me, it was of the greateſt Conſe- 
quence to this City of Bath, of any perhaps 
that has happen d ſince the Revolution. But 
alas! Memoria hominis is but a leak) & 
3 | An 
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(23) 
And it was the Saying of 4 very wiſe 
Stateſman, that it is but bid walking in 
Slippery Weather: However, it 15 noſmall 
Comfort, to be able to recollect what 1s not 
poſſible to be remember d. But ut 15 not gry-n 
to all Folks, I find, to be as wiſe as ſome, 
for this ſubſtantial Reaſon, Ihat the longer 
we live, the older we grow. In ſhort, Gen- 
tlemen, Quod dixi, dixi; I told you my Au- 
thor, Hiſce Oculis audivi. Tou may ak 
him, he is of Age, and an Attorney, who 
Won d no more tell an Untruth, than one 


of his Profeſſion. 


The World, I hope, will allow that I am 
& Learned Man, and a Wiſe Man; and 
will always, I believe, lay that Streſs upon 
my Saymgs, as not to put any other Body's 
whatſorver in Competition with them, 
without the leaſt Detriment to Characters or 
Profeſſions. Beſides, dato ſed non Conceſſo, 
that 1 have forgot it, the mo(t you can 
male on't, is, that ſuch extraordinary Wits 
as mine, are generally attended with the 
* Want of Memory, for which bowever, 
that of ſolid Judgment does always make 
ample Attonement. 


4 


And 


124 

And now perhaps, sir, when this Letter 
comes to be printed, it may be expected, 
that I ſhould make good my Promiſe in 
the 7itle Page, concerning the Reception 
of your Preſent, and what Anſwer the Com. 
pany return'd to this more than common 
Rhetorician. Pardon me, O courteous Reader, 
for already detaining thee ſo long; it is 
better for both you and me to be at Reſt, 
after we have travel'd lovingly together 
for ſo many tedious Pages. If I have Time 
and Opportunity, I may once more per- 
haps, to the Satisfaction of us both, un- 
caſe my Spectacles to peruſe the Records, 
which, according to the late Canto, may 
afford us ID 

Fit Matter for another Song, 


I am not, I am ſenſible, the firſt Mo- 
dern who has fell ſhort of his Title Page; 
diverſe and ſundry Examples have I before 
my Eyes, of Poers, Criticks, Commentators, 
Philoſophers, and Politicians, who have 
play'd the ſame Game in all Places and in 


all Ages of the World. Several Precedents, 


moſt learned Sage, could I deduce out of 
your own Works, and the Lucubrations of 
Mr. Birkerſtaff, of Matters begun, but ne- 
ver ended, done and undone, to the Sur- 
Wn | | | priſe 
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(25) 
priſe of all your Readers; of As of Par- 
liament, prov'd unalterable, by the ſame 
Power that made them, in an Advertiſe- 
ment, and dropt, becauſe it was High 
Treaſon to aſſert it upon the Publication of 
the Criſis. 

Thus far, O Wiſe Man, with much La- 
bour and Diligence have I brought this 
great Work, to the wiſhed for Concluſion, 
and by carefully comparing the Coffee- Houſe 
Oration with the Original, do find, that it 
is Religiouſly exact. Come, I therefore to 
appeal to your own Learned Self, whe- 
ther the Great Buckerſiaff was not too par- 
tial, in aſctibing ſuch Pre-emmence to thoſe 
Speculations, which he writ, filed, and po- 
liſh'd at his own Leiſure: Whereas, the 
Time, which I employ'd in gathering 
Materials for this valuable Pertormance, 
was ſtolen from the Hours of my 
Natural Reſt; after having, for the 
Good of my Country, ſpent all the live- 
long Day, as the Poets expreſs themſelves, 
In Trivis, & Quadrrvus, delivering my 
{alutiferous Iuſtiuctions to all Comers and 
Goers, and expos'd to the Rigour of the Sea- 
ſons, under the wide Canopy of Heaven. But 
as I have this Comfort, that I underwent 
this great Fatigne, purely to reſcue the City 
I | 1 where 
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where I generally reſide, from the Inpu- 
tation of Ingratitude, which otherwiſe it 
might be liable to; ſo I may, without 
Vanity, ſay, that I haye, Uno Ictu, pur- 
chas'd to my ſelf by it the Veneration of the 
Learned World, my own private Satisfa- 
ion, and the Thanks of my Fellow Citi- 
zens; whoſe hearty Acknowledgments like- 
wiſe, as well as my own, I return you, 
moſt Anrient Sage, for your deſirable Pre- 


ſent. And, as I do not queſtion, but you 


will, for the Publick Good, and your own 
Credit, be at the Charges of Repriating 


this Authentick Monument of your Libera. 


lity, ſo Ideſite, there may be Copies enough 
to furniſh every Family in England with 
one. And becauſe other Na tions may alſo 
reap the Benefit of your Lalours, I have 
not only preyail'd with my Learned Ac- 
quaintance, Mr. Griffith Evans ap Rice, 
Profeſſor of the Cambrian Tongue at Ox- 
ford, to tranſlate them into Welch, but 
have ſent alſo Copies of them into Ireland, 


he 
as 
wh 
zee 
bey 
rea 
kn 
I ; 


ro the renowned Antiquary Cormack O 
Cuillinane, and to old Gillaſpick Mackentoſb, | 


chief Chronographer of the Highland Clans 
of Scotland, from whom I have lately re- 
ceiv'd ſome curious Memoirs, with which 
1 may perhaps, one of theſe Days oblige 
| the 
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| no; And 

e Inpu- the Commonwealth of Learning. 

with fe fra I am well ſatisfy d: of * Mes 

without [which 1 have gain'd in your molt wi 1 

Fu, pur-feem, by this my vaſt Undertaking, 4 rin 

n of the beg Leave to aſſure you, that 1 _ . 

Satisfa- ready, upon all Occaſions, to let the _ 

0 Citi- know of your great Merit, and how muc 

ns like- II am, ah 

n you, | . | 

6: 0 Learned, Wiſe, and Venerable Sir, 

Dur own | | 

D Var mo#i Humble, 

Uh [Bath, Nov. 16. 

ay alſo 1713. : 

I have | 


d Ac- And mot devoted Servant, 


reland, A. Tripe, M. D. g 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


Had no former finiſh'd my Letter, moſt En 
venerable Sage, but reflecting on the 
Happineſs, which we that are Learned, do 
now enjoy, by living in the ſame Age with 


you, I cou'd not but be pleas'd co think, that | 


when Poſterity ſhall peruſe your Learned 


Productions, and enquire who were your | 


Contemporaries, what a handſom mention 
will be made of my felf, upon the Account 


of my Correſpondence with you. This, 
as it cou'd not but be a moſt ſenſible Satis- | 


faction to me, ſo it naturally led me into 
the melancholly Thought, of what an ir- 
reparable Loſs the Publick wou'd ſuſtain by 
the Death of ſo valuable a Perſon; and te- 
membring, that I heard of your being 
lately afflicted with a continual D:zzineſs 
in your Head, and a ſudden Dimneſs in your 


Sight, I immediately writ to my two wor- 


thy Friends, Sir /Filliam R 4 and Corne- 
lius Tilb-rg, who, as they were formerly 


the Ornament of the Stage Itinerant, ſo 


now they are an Honour to the Profeſſion, 
and beg'd of them co fend me a full Ac- 
| | count 
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Fhemſelves herein with a great Deal of 


ener oſity and Erudition; and from theic 
earned Obſervaitons I immediately 
brehended, that the chief Origin of thoſe 
hronical Diſtempers proceeded from your 
mmoderate Feeding upon Sallads; not 
only ſuch as were pick d and prepar'd by 
ſter- Cooks, as Sidney and Lock; but 
ikewiſe thoſe that were haſtily diſh'd up 


dy che Unskilful,” Tutchin and Ridpath, &c. 


which creating too many Crudities in the 
Stomach, do Continually tranſmit to 
he Upper Region a ſtrange Chaos of black, 
heavy, and indigeſted Yapours, that do 
wot only over power the innate Imbe- 


illity of the zrain, but alſo obſtru& the 
Paſſages of the Optick Nerves, from whence 
hoſe ſtubborn AﬀetFions of your Head and 


yes do naturally follow. 


Hereupon I zealouſly apply'd my ſelf,” 
light and Day, to conſult the moſt va- 


able ANoftrams of all our Celebrated 


Dracles; and with Joy and Satisfaction 
Dave excerpred from them a Medicine of 
he greateſt Vertue, which in the Name 
f the MWorſbipful Mr. Mayor, and the 
deſt of his Bret hren, I have ſent you by 


the 


com- 


. 


— 


a Scavinger. Take the Quantiry of a Nut- Þ* 


che Carrier in Three Gallipots, as a grateful nf 


Return for your late Preſent. tor 
out 


This, by the Natural Antipathy of the] 
Ingredients, will work powertully upon [T# 
the Crudities, correct the peccant Hu- 
mours, and you will ſoon find the power- Nes 
ful Effects of it. It is a Sudorifick, Dia- 
retick, Carminative, and a Soporifick. Tt 
immediately puts all the Humours in a 
Ferment, ſeparates the Good from the Bad, 
attraQts to it ſelf, by an occult Sympathy, P 
all the Rebellious Particles, diſſolves them 
in a Thrice, and 'ſcowers all before it like 


meg horis Medicis. 


Outwardly you muſt apply to the Re- 
gion of the Heart, a Plaiſter of the Ru- 
brum Henrici, and waſh your Eyes twice 
a Day with the Opthalmick Water I pte- 
ſcrib'd to you, when at Bath. 


But in caſe your Diſtemper ſhou'd prove 
ſo obſtinate; as not to yield to theſe moſt 
ſovereign Remedies ;' your laſt Refuge muſt 
be, a Cataplaſm of Hemp, apply'd Cravat - 
wiſe to your Neck, which, thoꝰ in its Ope- 
ration it be ſomewhat violent, yet it is an 


in/all:ble 


grateful 


of the 
upon 
nt Hu- 
power- 
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infallible One, if rightly uſed; according 


to chat celebrated Obſervation of one of 
out Learned Predeceſſots. 


This with a Jirt will do your Work, and 
and cure you re and o re, | 
Read, Judge, and Try, and if you Die, 
never believe me more. 


Let your Dyet be regular, and drink 
good Wines, and of the beſt Growth: But, 
by all Means, you mult renounce Holland, 

eneva and Hrunſwick Mum: For one 
orrupts your Lungs, and the other ſtupi- 
Des your Intellecks. wn | . 

If you obſerve exactly the Method of 
heſe Preſrciptions, as 1 hope you will, I 
don't doubt, but that in a little Time, 
you will be generous enough, to acknow- 
edge, that our Preſent is a Match for your 
own ; and that whatever Advantage you 
ay have over us in Yeats and Learning, 
you have none in the Point of Liberality. 


Yours, 


Ut ſupre. 
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